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Land Acknowledgement
With Respect and Humanity,

We first acknowledge the words of the stewards of the lands in which we reside or
occupy, who are the Indigenous Peoples of the Southwest.

In honoring and respecting life, we acknowledge the presence and first footsteps of the
Hopi, Havasupai, Hualapai, Yavapai, Zuni, Piute, the Ute, White Mountain Apache,
Chiricahua, Mescalero, Navajo, Tohono’O’Odham, Gila River, and Mojave Nations.

By acknowledging these Five Fingered Beings, we also acknowledge the injustices and
profess to continually work to be at better service to Indigenous Peoples. We recognize
our presence in a Sacred Space held sacred and holy by these 13 Nations.

In the arms of this Mountain, we declare ourselves as instruments of healing and
reconciliation as we work towards justice and equity for all Peoples of all walks of life, as
the Stewards of the land had first demonstrated.

Crafted in collaboration with FlagShakes by Makauis, 19 year old Diné male



FlagShakes Staff
Artistic Director..................................................................Amie Bjorklund
Artistic Programs Manager......................................Justus Burkitt
Casting and Equality Director.................Racquel McKenzie
Marketing & Development Associate.......Holly Robinson
Director of Vision and Text.......................Christine Schmidle
Director of Vision and Impact................................Dawn Tucker
Administrative Assistant.................................Elizabeth Wallace
Director of Educational and Outreach Programming
     ...........................................................................................Matthew Windham
Executive Director...............................................................Becki Zaritsky



President................................................................................Leslie Ptak Baker
Vice President......................................................................Amie Bjorklund
Treasurer................................................................................Deborah Collins
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FlagShakes Board of Directors

We’re actively looking for additional
Board Members! Reach out to

becki@flagshakes.org for more info.
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Playwright /
Music Director

John Propster
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Director /
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Costume Designer
Karla Burkitt

Karla is the co-founder and artistic director of Laark
Productions in Prescott Valley, AZ. She earned her BA in
Theater from Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa
and completed a summer course of study at the Abbey
Theater in Dublin, Ireland. In the early 2000s she served as
an artistic associate and costumer for the Arizona Classical
Theatre in Prescott, AZ, creating hundreds of costumes for
their fall repertory season as well as performing multiple
roles with the company. Recently, Karla designed costumes
for FlagShakes’ production of Emma, and directed and
costumed Laark Productions’ A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
She has been a primary and secondary theater teacher in
the Prescott area for over 25 years.



Actor
Kelsey Hontz

Kelsey Hontz has been working with FlagShakes since 2022
and mostly lurks backstage as a stage manager, so she is
extremely excited to appear onstage in her first real role!
She has puppeteered Audrey II in Little Shop of Horrors and
Mrs. T in Avenue Q and can't wait to bring those skills to the
world of dinosaurs. You may recognize Kelsey’s voice as an
Audio Description narrator on select Netflix and Discovery
channel programs. Thank you so much for supporting real
human art! Rawr!



Props Designer
Lilyia May

Lilyia is an engineering student with a passion for theater.
This is her second rep season with FlagShakes after joining
in summer of 2026, and she is excited to continue her work
for A Room in the Castle and The Taming.



Rehearsal Stage Manager
John Propster

Much Ado About DInosaurs! is the 10th production John has
served as Stage Manager for with FlagShakes. He is
currently on the Board. In his FlagShakes career he has co-
directed and been Aesthetic Director. He is proud of his
association with this outstanding theater company.



Actor
Vicki Thompson

Vicki Thompson now hails from Flagstaff Arizona, and she
loves the high desert. After stints in Minneapolis, Seattle,
New Orleans, and Santa Fe, she feels somewhat settled.
She studied at CalArts before her traveling spirit lifted her to
seek acting work throughout the U.S. Some of her favorite
roles include Shelly in Buried Child, Dr. Vivian Bearing in
Wit, and Margie in Good People - for which she received a
Viola Award. Favorite FlagShakes roles include Titus in
Titus Andronicus and Lorraine in A Lie of the Mind.

She also likes to hang out with her sister, two dogs, and
Raoul - the cat. Thank you for your support.



Actor / Playwright / Music Director
Matthew Windham

Matthew Windham has been seen onstage in a more than a
dozen FlagShakes plays, including the 2026 Viola Award
winning Shakespeare on Pluto, which he also wrote. He
directed FlagShakes’ 2025 production of The Complete
Works of William Shakespeare (abridged) [revised] [again],
wrote the adaptation of Jane Austen’s Emma, and has been
a leading force in the development of FlagShakes’ touring
programs for young audiences and senior citizens. He
recently directed FlagShakes’ production of Every Brilliant
Thing, and Theatrikos Theatre Company’s production of The
Marvelous Wonderettes. He is also a private chef. Learn
more at chefwindham.com.

http://chefwindham.com/


Our Valued Partners

FlagShakes is also a proud member of the EarthShakes Alliance.

MUCH ADO ABOUT DINOSAURS! is presented with funding from The Burton Family Foundation.

https://flagshakes.app.neoncrm.com/nx/portal/neonevents/events?path=%2Fportal%2Fevents%2F25501


Donate Today!
FlagShakes.org/donate

SPONSORS

Season Sponsors
Arizona Community Foundation
Arizona Commission on the Arts 
BBB Revenues
City of Flagstaff
Creative Flagstaff
Flagstaff 365
KNAU

BUSINESS SPONSORS
Starlite Holding
Bright Side Bookshop

SHOW Sponsors

Individual Contributions

VISIONARIES (10,000+) 
Ginger Giovale
Karen Kinne-Herman and Maury
Herman 
John and Lynn Schiek
John and Linda Spahn
Ken Brown

PHILANTHROPISTS (5,000+) 
The Burton Family Foundation
Michael Reidy
David Maren-Stone Soup Foundation

ALTRUISTS (2,500+) 
In memoriam Blake Coleman
Deborah Collins

PATRONS (1,000+)
Lisa Actor
Antoinette and Steve Beiser
Ron and Linda Borkan
Molly Coleman
Theresa Coleman
Art Flores Memorial Foundation
The Molly and Joseph Herman
Foundation 
Angela and Jeffrey Glosser
Chris Gunn
Lisa Heydenreich
Dennis and Lori Kruse
Maurice McKenzie
Myrna Rodriguez Carter
Shari Snodgrass

Eric Souders
Shirley Stanhope
In memoriam Derek Swire
Robert and Deborah Walsh

BENEFACTORS (500+)
Anonymous
John Durham & Lisa Jobin
Bruce and Kathrin Fox
Christine Glenn 
Julie Hammonds
Stephen Holve
Stephen Lopez
Joy Mosley
John Propster Jr.
Selina Schuh
Linda and Tony Sutera
Jacki Thompson 
Dawn Tucker
The Wade Trust
Jeff Waldheim
Selden Wasson
Phyllis Wolfskin

FRIENDS (250+)
Matt Anderson

Leslie Baker
Dean Benforado
Sat Best
Caitlin Burd
An Buchhagen
Skylan and Alyssa Carpenter
Susan Chastain
Christine Dale
Joanne Day
Christina Dickinson
Kathleen Dooley
Kathleen Dooley
Lynn Timmons Edwards
Lisa Fortino
Sean Golightly 
Hannah Griscom
John Hoban
Sharon James
Marie Jones
Lynn Krabbe
Darcelle Ioli
In memoriam Dawn Marie Fenske-
Lopez
Stephen Lopez
Mike Loven
John & Nancy Lowe
John & Katherine Noll
Denise Lundin

Our Generous Donors
As of 9/03/2026. Fellowship Members in bold.

https://flagshakes.org/Donate/


Donate Today!
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Kathryn Magee
John & Lela Montfort
John & Vicki Penna 
Mary Poore
Jan and Mac Rominger
Xavier Rose
Clare Schneider
Mare Schumacher
Marisa Scionti
Suze St. John
Cynthia Stead
Annie and Jason Taylor
Paulene Thompson
Carlos Turrieta
Paul Uhlir
Ron and Gretchen Vollbrecht
Kimberly Webb
Robert and Kelty Wickham

SUSTAINING MEMBERS (100+) 
Mickey and Michelle Abeshaus
Joel Austin
In memoriam Ethan Best 
Tony Bologh
Floye and John Bradford
Skylan and Alyssa Carpenter
Donna Cox
Brian Daniel

Dale Dauten
Edward D Deppman & Barbara P
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Kristen Downs
Serena Fairchild
Luis Fernandez
David Fettig
Lisa Fortino
Dave Garrison
Brion Grant
Kendra Grathwohl
Aili Huber
Missy Ivey
Darlene Kennedy and Robert
Zaccaria
Theresa Kulpinski
Denise Lundin
Johnny Marcus
Lauren McKean
Terri and Richard Mosley
Jeff Munn
Chandler Pohl
Joshua Ramirez
Ellen Riek
John Ruby
Eric Ruchensky
Michael Rulon

Jamie Schumaker
Sandra Simpson
LIbby Stortz
In memoriam William Stortz
Cynthia Tierra
Anthony Veneziano
Karen Watkins
Laura O’Hara Weinstein
Randy Whitaker
Maria Windham Heckel
Nancy Wonders & Fred Solop
Janet and Ron Zaritsky

DONORS ($50+)
Ira Allen
Debbie Berktold
Nicholas Beuzeboc
Brian Blue
Benita Boyd
Liz Brauer
Linda Califano
Alfonso Castillo
George Cross
Ann Cummins
Christine Dale
Edlin De Santiago

Bruce Donelson
Veronica Dudine
Josh Emery
Steve Feldman
Samantha Field
Josephine Garcia
Melissa Guy
Lynn Krabbe
Bertram Kraft
Jane Levin
Raymond Lynch
Johnny Marcus
Audrey Martin
Ron May
Elizabeth Metcalf
Anne Mottek
Denbie Nash
Karen Owens
David Paldan
Paul Palley
Jody Pastick
Lindsey Pedersen
Linda Poole 
Chandler Pohl
Sandy Purdy
Diana Roy
Linda Scott
Kirk Smith
Brian Spink

Donors continued
As of 9/03/2026. Fellowship Members in bold.

https://flagshakes.org/Donate/
https://flagshakes.app.neoncrm.com/np/admin/account/accountDetails.do?id=5493&nlListId=4754636&nlIndex=0&nlCache=accountId


Donate Today!
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Donors continued
Brian Spink
Barbara Shovers
Loring and Melanie Snyder
Dave Steep
Elizabeth Strehl
Deborah Swift
Vicki Thompson
Olga Tsoudis
Erika Tsouras
Ted Tsouras
Claire Veltkamp
Elizabeth Louise Vogler
Samantha Ward 
William Weidner
Shannon Wells
Liisa Wilimaa
Anne Worthington
Lucy Young 

Wisdom Carriers Supporters
BBB Revenues
City of Flagstaff
Creative Flagstaff
Flagstaff 365
Giovale Foundation
Hilary Giovale
Plateau Science Society
Susanne Stauffer
Wright-Ingram Institute
Elizabeth Louise Vogler

As of 09/03/2026. Monthly donors are bolded.

https://flagshakes.org/Donate/


Your name on our “Fellowship Wall”
at the Beaver Street Theatre
An invitation-only meet & greet
Discounts on event tickets
Invitation to participate in our annual 

       Artistic Visioning survey          

Membership Perks Include

Join the FlagShakes FellowshipJoin the FlagShakes FellowshipJoin the FlagShakes Fellowship
How Your Generous Monthly Gift Impacts our Community

$20 = Covers a youth tickets every month, helping
students experience Shakespeare for the first time.

$50 = Takes a show right to a school or low-income
senior center.

All gifts keep our Pay-What-You-Wish ticketing program
running for any community memeber in need!

Yes, I want to give!

FlagShakes.org/Donate



Want to get involved?
We're always looking for:

housing hosts
loaner cars
airline miles
volunteer ushers
board members
busy beaver cleaners
and to grow our talent pool!

Visit FlagShakes.org/get-involved
to learn more!

http://flagshakes.org/get-involved


TENT TOPTENT TOP
FUNDRAISERFUNDRAISER

TENT TOP
FUNDRAISER

Our festival tent has sheltered:Our festival tent has sheltered:Our festival tent has sheltered:Our festival tent has sheltered:
1 Egyptian Asp1 Egyptian Asp1 Egyptian Asp
2 Merry Wives2 Merry Wives2 Merry Wives
3 High Teas3 High Teas3 High Teas
4 Shakespearean4 Shakespearean4 Shakespearean
ComediesComediesComedies
5 Shakespearean5 Shakespearean5 Shakespearean
TragediesTragediesTragedies
And Thousands of You!And Thousands of You!And Thousands of You!

1 Egyptian Asp
2 Merry Wives
3 High Teas
4 Shakespearean
Comedies
5 Shakespearean
Tragedies
And Thousands of You!

...and now, 

she’s ready 

to take her

final bow!

WE NEED YOUR HELPWE NEED YOUR HELP
TO RAISE TO RAISE $7,500$7,500

WE NEED YOUR HELP
TO RAISE $7,500

Scan to
Donate!



Want to make an impact in the theatre
community?

Join FlagShakes’s board of directors!

Email becki@flagshakes.org for more info

SSeeeekkiinngg  AAddddiittiioonnaall  BBooaarrdd  MMeemmbbeerrssSeeking Additional Board Members



The Fezziwig Ball

Beaver Street Theatre

A Festive Fundraiser

Saturday, December 5th

5:00 - 7:00 pm

flagshakes.org/tickets



Shakespeare onplut
A Theatre for Young Audiences Show 

FlagShakes.orgFlagShakes.org  FlagShakes.org 
ELEVATING EMPATHYELEVATING EMPATHY      

AT 7,000 FEETAT 7,000 FEET      
ELEVATING EMPATHY‌  

AT 7,000 FEET‌  

2027: Magic, Mystery, & Mayhem 

Spring FestSpring FestSpring Fest
One-Person Plays & Staged Readings 

Cyrano De BergeracCyrano De Bergerac
much ado about n  thing

Pay-What-You-Wish tickets available for all shows!

Theatre for Aging Audiences Tours 
The Most Wonderful Time of the Year! 

As You’ve Lived It and



Shakespeare onplut     :A Theatre for Young Audiences Show 
After premiering in 2024, this Viola-Award winner returns to FlagShakes for a
hilarious and heartfelt journey to bridge centuries, explore cosmic marvels, and
prove that human curiosity knows no bounds—not even the limits of time and
space.                                                                                                                                           Fall

much ado about n  thing
Wit, wooing, and mistaken identities abound in these classics. Performed under
the festival tent at NAU’s North Quad. Don’t miss out on the Dinner & a Show
combo tickets, and the free parking for festival goers!                      

and Cyrano De BergeracCyrano De Bergerac

July 7—August 1

After a successful tour across Coconino County, Theatre for Aging Audiences
(TAA) is back! We’re crafting up more whimsical, music-filled, 45-minute senior-
approved Shakespeare adaptations.                                    

Theatre for Aging Audiences Tours 
As You’ve Lived It and The Most Wonderful Time of the Year! 

Spring/Summer & Winter

Featuring an adaptation of “King John” by FlagShakes’ Matthew Windham,
“Elizabeth: In Her Own Words” by Tamara Meneghini-Stalker, and special
workshops by The Sonnet Man Devon Glover.                                               

Spring Fest: A collection of One-Person Plays & Staged Readings 

March 11—21









Soon
to

Flagstaff!
Coming

The Children’s Museum of Flagstaff is creating a home for curiosity,
creativity, and connection through hands-on exhibits and experiences

designed for Northern Arizona’s children and families.

Follow along as we build it together!
CMFlagstaff.org

Instagram: @ChildrensMuseumOfFlagstaff

















In the Heart of Downtown Flagstaff In the Heart of Downtown Flagstaff 
Venue RentalVenue Rental

PERFECT FORPERFECT FOR

FOR BOOKINGS:
Justus@FlagShakes.org

Community events 
R ehearsals 
Plays 
Readings 
Dance 
Workshops 

Community events‌
R‌ehearsals‌
Plays‌
Readings‌
Dance‌
Workshops 

Concerts 
Recitals 
Ceremonies 
Reunions 
And more! 

Concerts‌
Recitals‌
Ceremonies‌
Reunions‌
And more! 

 AMENITIES AMENITIES
Flexible staging and seating 
118 Occupancy
Non-profit and education discounts
Includes use of chairs, staging, sound system,
and lighting equipment 
Technicians available for an additional fee  



🎭 800-seat playhouse

🕊️ Aerial studio and dance studio

 150-seat black box

📚 4 classrooms60' harness dance wall

🎼 Professional rehearsal hall

Do you think Flagstaff needs a permanent home for the performing arts? 
FlagShakes thinks so too — and we're building it, as a community!

The Mountain Arts Conservatory is an ambitious new initiative to create
Flagstaff's first dedicated, year-round performing and visual arts facility — a
permanent home where artists can thrive and every resident can experience the
transformative power of the arts.

To learn more or get involved, email dtucker@flagshakes.org 
or visit https://canva.link/mountainarts

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHJRdVJexE/nVo0nOPpQbZwEzChZALyRA/edit




Order FlagShakes sweatshirts, 
tees, and more at

FlagShakes.org/merch

Merchandise

https://flagshakes.org/merch/


FlagShakes has a
podcast!

New episodes

every other
month!

https://linktr.ee/untamedshrewspodcast

https://linktr.ee/untamed%20shrewspodcast
https://linktr.ee/untamed%20shrewspodcast


FlagShakes Films 
Our films are available to stream anytime,

anywhere at FlagShakes.org/flagshakes-films

A Christmas Carol (2021)
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (2021)
As You Like It (2020)
Co-Vids: An Arts in Flagstaff Series (2020)
Hamlet (2021)
I, too, sing America (2020)
Spoon River Anthology (2020)
The Two Noble Kinsmen (2023)
Twelfth Night (2021)

https://flagshakes.org/flagshakes-films/
https://flagshakes.org/flagshakes-films/
https://flagshakes.org/flagshakes-films/
https://flagshakes.org/flagshakes-films/
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