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Content Warning

This production contains scenes, dialogue, and sounds
that address suicide, which may be distressing to some

audience members.

We understand that these themes can be distressing.
Resources and support are available on-site should you
need to speak with someone or take a moment away

from the performance. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to a staff member or
obtain resources provided at the front desk.

Your well-being matters.

Production Crew
Director......................................................... Cody Goulder
Assistant Director ..................................... Ashley Blanford
Stage Manager....................................Therese Cudmore
Assistant Stage Manager............................. Kristina Metz
Costume Designer........................................... Esme Mase
Sound Designer........................................... Carlin Thomas
Lighting Designer..................................... Marcel Williams
Production Manager/Props....................Ashley Blanford
Intimacy Coordinator............................... Sidney Kolinski
Scenic Designer................................. Toni Martin-Hanson
Hair & Make Up Designer................................Selina Rain

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kody Hernandez They/Them (Ronin Tech Diector) is
Ronin’s Tech Director and Designer In Residence
whose work you might've seen in "A Doll's House",
"Haunted Castle", "Shrines", and "Glen Oaks" this past
year. They are a Phoenix native who attended Phoenix
College and NAU where they studied acting and
became a stage manager and lighting designer. Their
job outside of Ronin is production coordination and

lighting design for The Phoenix Symphony where they've designed for
living legends like Stephen Schwartz (Wicked, Pocahontas, etc), Aída
Cuevas (Quizás Mañanas, Ya Lo Sé Que Tu Te Vas, etc), and most
recently, Danny Elfman (The Nightmare Before Christmas, Beetlejuice,
etc.). Kody has previously worked at organizations such as Childsplay
Theatre, Arizona Broadway Theatre, and the Land of Oz Theme Park in
North Carolina. Their experience with Land of Oz has heavily
influenced their work and design concepts with RTC- a combination of
traditional and guerilla theatre techniques that create a unique and
immersive experience for every audience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Perovich He/Him (Ronin Playwright in Residence)
is a playwright, dramaturg, and educator whose work
has been produced across the country and throughout
Arizona. His plays have been staged by TheatreWorks,
Brelby Productions, Space 55, Theatre Artists Studio, B3
Theater, and Arizona State University, among others. His
work has also been featured at the Valdez Theatre

Conference, Phoenix Theatre Collaborative’s Festival of New American
Theatre, the Mid-America Theatre Conference, and the Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival.

Perovich is the recipient of a Zoni Award for Best Original Script for Spy
Love You. He has taught playwriting at Stockton University, Arizona State
University, and the Maricopa Community Colleges. He is a member of
Theatre Artists Studio, where he facilitates the organization’s monthly
writers’ circle, and currently serves as Playwright in Residence at Ronin
Theatre Collaborative.

He holds degrees from Rowan University, New York University, and
Arizona State University.
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Cast
TREPLEV, Konstantin Gavrilovich.....................Alex Bookish
SORIN, Pyotr Nikolaevich................................Robert Peters
SHAMRAEV, Ilya Afanasevich......................Carlin Thomas
TRIGORIN, Boris Trigorin....................................Dhan Kumar
MEDVEDENKO, Professor.....................Jonathan Gonzales
ARKADINA, Irina Nikolaevna................................Kate Haas
DÖRN, Yevgeny Sergeevich.......................Kevin Herrman
MASHA, Polina’s Daughter.......................Melody Knudson
POLINA, Shamraev’s Wife.................................Michelle Luz
ZARECHNAYA, Nina...............................Toni Martin-Hanson

Director Notes
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Aurich She/Her (Production Coordinator) is
excited to help bring to life “The Seagull”! Sarah is
Production Coordinator for Ronin Theatre
Collaborative, having worked most recently on
“Glen Oaks”, along with Ronin Collaborations for
“Shrines”, “Midnight Oil” and “Fat Men in Yoga

Pants”. Sarah is extremely grateful to be a member of the team and
especially appreciates the excuse to lift heavy objects along with
continuously learning new skills and expanding their repertoire of
knowledge.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Selina Rain She/Her (Hair & Make Up Designer) is so
excited to be returning to Ronin Theatre Collaborative as
Hair & Makeup Designer for “The Seagull” after Stage
Managing and Hair & Makeup Designing for “Glen Oaks”!
Theatre is Selina's passion and she plans to attend
University for Technical Theatre. She just returned from
the MPulse two week summer intensive for Technical
Theatre at the University of Michigan. She continues to

seek out opportunities in the theater world with design work and board
operation, and continues to build her theatre portfolio for university.
She has previously done Hair & Makeup design for “Defying Gravity” at
Ghostlight Theatre, “BARE: A Pop Opera” with Emerald City Players, and
“Evil Dead: The Musical” at Fountain Hills Theater. She would like to
thank her mother for being her absolute best friend and for all of her
support! She hopes to continue working with Ronin Theatre
Collaborative in the future, and hopes that everyone loves the show!
Especially the hair and makeup ;) 

Welcome! Thank you for coming to see our interpretation of Anton
Chekhov’s “The Seagull”. Anton Pavlovich Chekhov wasa Russian
playwright and short story writer. 

There is a lot of mythology found in an artist. Like so many symbols, we
take the images we think we know and then digest it or acceptable
without looking closer. The troubled artist. The wonder. The ingenue.
The lady in waiting. These are all roles. Simply roles that we choose to
play. In classic Stanislovski Method, a performer is asked to live in the
world as if they are the character they play, not shaping the world to
their needs but to the world of the play. And The Seagull is no different. 

In this classic about actors and artists, we chose to see them as they
truly are: actors and artists. Not myths and heroes they play but flawed
humans with wants and needs they can't and won't see. Ronins
approach to this production involved seeing what is real and what is
rehearsed, who is honest and who is flawed. We wanted to take the
romance out of these roles and bring them to a human place. The
characters in The Seagull are roles and people are complex. We want to
see the human under the art, not the other way around. For, if we do so,
we run the risk of becoming the very seagull of this piece: alive one
minute, brutally murdered, mythologized, then grotesquely stuffed on a
shelf to admire.

Toni Martin-Hanson She/They (Scenic Designer)
bio listed in Cast Bios



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carlin Thomas He/They (Shamraev) is thrilled to be back
with Ronin Theatre Collaborative for “The Seagull”, having
previously been seen as Paddy in Ronin’s “The Hairy Ape
and Fabian in “Twelfth Night”. Carlin penned the ariZoni
award-winning play, “Coming Out for Christmas” and has
credits across the theatrical process, from directing and
designing, to performing and stage managing. He is also
passionate about accessibility in theatre, and is a
professional provider of live audio description and has

provided description for touring Broadway productions, WWE Live
shows, Disney on Ice, Virgin Voyages, Chris Rock and Dave Chappelle
Live, and more. They can also be seen in the studio audience for Season
2, Episode 1 of Crowd Control on Dropout TV. Carlin thanks his wife for
her epic patience and support of his addiction to all things artistic.
@carlincreating

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alex Bookish He/Him (Konstantin) is thrilled to be back
with Ronin Theatre Collaborative for "The Seagull".
Originally from Germany, he has performed in both classic
and contemporary works at Theater Magdeburg,
including “The Robbers”, “Intrigue and Love”, and “The
Perks of Being a Wallflower”. After debuting in Arizona
with Ronin Theatre's "A Doll's House", he has since
appeared in "Reykjavik" for Stray Cat Theatre and "The

Merry Wives of Windsor" for Southwest Shakespeare Company. Alex is
honored to join Ronin for another classic play and thanks the cast and
crew for this opportunity.

 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Not having to sit in a meeting and listen to someone say "Let's
capture the Value Proposition so that we can align with leadership on
the revenue ask for next year and leverage our core competencies to
make incremental income move north". Then watching all the heads
nod as if this were helpful.

Robert Peters He/Him (Sorin) is the guy that quoted
Shakespeare at the office and claimed The Bard has
some genius stuff to say about Project Management.
Now that he's retired his greatest joys are:

1) Not having to deal with weekly emails addressed
to “Time Tracker" asking me to enter my hours.

Carlin Thomas He/They (Sound Designer)
bio listed in Cast Bios

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Esme Mase They/She (Costume Designer) is a theatre
artist and event manager working throughout the valley
creating art and cultural experiences. The Seagull marks

their sixth production and first costume design with
Ronin. Select prior credits include sound design for “A
Doll’s House” and “Shrines” (Ronin), costume design for
“James and the Giant Peach Jr”. (Shearim Torah High
School) and “The Broken Age” (Space 55), as well as

puppet design and construction for “Little Shop of Horrors” (Eastern
Arizona College). Esme is extremely grateful to the cast and crew of The
Seagull, Josh and the team at Costume Connections, and her partner
Kody for somehow keeping her sane.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sidney Kolinski She/Her (Intimacy Coordinator) is
honored and thrilled to be working with Ronin Theatre
Collaborative. As a graduate of Arizona State University,
earning a bachelors in Film and in Psychology, her
education has provided insight into consent forward
practices in film and mental health safety protocols.
Having worked on independent films in stunt

coordination and directing, she is experienced in full-body movement
and on-set safety. She is currently aiming to gain a certification in
intimacy directing to further broaden her training as an Intimacy
Director. Sidney is thrilled to be part of such an amazing community. 

Marcel Williams They/Them/Theirs (Lighting Designer) is
delighted to be designing light for the very first time!
This production was the perfect opportunity to have fun
with the design while learning. Marcel wants to thank
Kody for being an incredible help and teacher, and Cody
G. for allowing them to assist with this beautiful
production.
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Kristina Metz She/Her (Assistant Stage Manager) has
worked on a handful of productions with Kristina in
various roles. She is an amazing addition to our team,
and we are thrilled to have her supporting us here with
“The Seagull”.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashley Blanford She/Her (Assist. Director, Production
Manager, Props Designer) enjoys wearing many hats in
the theatre industry. In this production she is serving as
both Production Manager and Props Designer, as well as
making her Directorial debut with Ronin Theatre. With a
strong background in leadership and a deep love for

theatre, she enjoys helping bring a production to life both behind the
scenes and in the smallest onstage details. Ashley is grateful for the
opportunity to support such a talented cast and creative team, and she
hopes you enjoy the world they’ve built together.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Therese Cudmore She/Her (Stage Manager) is a Phoenix
native and this is her second time working with Ronin. She
is fairly new to the theatre scene getting her start as an
actor in 2021. Her roles include: Amy Dunbar in Mesa
Community College’s (MCC) premiere of “Gin Mummy”
(nominated for an ariZoni for this role) and Captain Robert
Falcon Scott in MCC’s performance of “Peter and the

Starcatcher”. She got her start as stage manager in MCC’s performance
of “And Then There Were None” (receiving an “Excellence in Stage
Management" award from the college) and since then, she has worked
as either an assistant stage manager or stage manager for various
theatre companies around town. Therese is also a professional cellist of
almost 20 years performing with the likes of Trans-Siberian Orchestra,
Smokey Robinson, and Symphony of the Southwest. She is very thankful
to Cody, Ashley, Kristina, and the rest of the Ronin team for welcoming
her back with open arms and she hopes you enjoy this amazing
production.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kate Haas She/Her (Irina) is delighted to jump back
onstage with Ronin Theatre, where she last performed in
“A Klingon Hamlet” (qapla!). Earlier this season, she also
appeared in “1984” at Southwest Shakespeare Company
and “Stop Kiss” at The Bridge Initiative. Other local credits
include performances with Childsplay, The Phoenix
Theatre Collaborative, Stray Cat Theatre, and Rising
Youth Theatre. Education: BA in Theatre from ASU. She is

also a Producing Artistic Collaborator for RYT, as well as an Adult
Educator at UofA College of Medicine-Phoenix. Love and gratitude to
the entire Seagull team (flock?), and to Michael, for all you do.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dhan Kumar He/Him (Boris Trigorin) is psyched to be
making his on-stage debut with Ronin Theater
Collaborative! After graduating from Arizona State
University with a couple engineering degrees, he has
made his way back to his first passion: acting. He is
proud to be representing Arizona Actors Academy,
where he has been a student for the last year. Since
the beginning of 2026, he has featured in 6 short films

across Phoenix, and will be starring in 2 more capstone films this
summer. He is also co-starring in the Summer Shorts production "Left to
Their Own Devices" with Theater Artists Studio this summer. In his
freetime, Dhan likes to swim, crochet, cook, and has recently picked up
the harmonica

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jonathan Gonzales He/Him (Medvedenko) is excited to
return to the Ronin stage after having previously appeared
as Laertes in “Klingon Hamlet” and directed “The
Mastered Piece” for their second season of Haunted
Castle. Other previous roles of note include Menelaus in
ASU’s “Ajax”, Wayne in Desert Stage’s “Puffs”, and Renfield
in Once Upon a Ballroom’s “Dracula”. When not onstage,
Jonathan is continually disassembled and reassembled by

a cadre of gnomes. He would like to thank Cody Goulder and EC Darling-
Bond for their continued support in theatre and in life
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Kevin Herrmann's He/Him (Dörn) Phoenix area stage
credits include “Life is a Dream”, “Noises Off”, “The
Musical Comedy Murders of 1940”, “Columbinus”, and
“Twelfth Night of the Living Dead”. On video, he received
two regional Emmy® Awards: in 2010 for acting in the scifi
series “PROBED:signals” (which was novelized into The
Carter Project), and in 2011 for directing the dark comedy
“Cult Status”. From 2015–2019, Kevin was a member of Los

Angeles’ 2Cents Theatre Group, performing in “Den of Thieves”, “Nilbog:
The Unauthorized Musical Parody of Troll 2”, “The Hitchhiker”, “The
Walkers”, and “We Will Not Describe The Conversation”. He thanks you
for stepping away from screens and AI to let us gather around the
campfire and tell you a story. 

Melody Knudson She/Her (Masha) is honored to work
with Ronin Theatre Collaborative and some of her
favorite artists in bringing this great show to life.
Favorite past roles include Vanda in “Venus in Fur”
(AriZoni winner) and Nora in “A Doll’s House” (Ronin
Theatre Collaborative); Ophelia in “Hamlet” and
Marianne Dashwood in “Sense and Sensibility”
(Southwest Shakespeare Company); Elaine Harper in

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Arsenic and Old Lace” (Don Bluth Front Row Theatre-AriZoni
nominee); Mash in “Stupid F-ing Bird” (Stray Cat Theatre); Maggie
Cuttler in “The Man Who Came to Dinner” (Hale Centre Theatre-
AriZoni nominee), and Lenya in “Fools” (Brelby Theatre Company). 

Offstage, Melody is a licensed associate counselor specializing in
helping young adults move forward after childhood trauma. When
she’s not onstage, or in session, you can usually find her baking and
hanging out with her husband and their dogos.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Michelle Luz She/Her (Polina) is a local actress and
graduate of the University of Arizona, where she earned
her BFA in Acting. After several years continuing her
training in New York City, she returned to Arizona and
has since appeared in productions with Southwest
Shakespeare Company and Stray Cat Theatre. She is

thrilled to be making her debut with Ronin Theatre Collaborative! 

Outside of the theatre, Michelle is a mother of two, a small business
owner and shares a busy and silly life with her husband and favorite
person, Max. She is forever grateful for the opportunity to continue
telling stories. Thank you.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cody Goulder He/Him (Director & Ronin Artistic Director)
is an award-winning theatre creator and the current
Artistic Director of Ronin Theatre Collaborative. Previous
directing credits for Goulder include: “Venus in Fur” (2025
Zoni winner – Best Play), “Twelfth Night”, “The Monster of
Tempe Town Lake”, “Playboy of the Western World”, “Fat

Man in Yoga Pants”, “A Doll’s House”, various sections in the first two
seasons of “Haunted Castle”, “The Broken Age” (Space 55), “[sic]” (Mesa
Encore Theatre), “Rhinoceros”, “A Woman and a Suitcase”, and
“Antigone” (Now and Then Creative Company). 

Next up, Goulder will take on the directing reigns yet again for Ronin’s
upcoming production of “The Machbethest Christmas Pageant
Spectaculathon…EVER!” by John Perovich. Melody for being an amazing
support and assistant director, Therese Cudmore for all the best SM
skills, and this amazing creative team for bringing this truly inspired
piece to life. Hope you enjoy and thank you for supporting new work!
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Toni Martin-Hanson She/They (Nina) is excited to be
returning to the Ronin stage. Since graduating from
Arizona State University with a BFA in Performance and
Movement, she has been working on various film sets as a
set dresser and has voice acted in a few podcasts
including “RPN” and “My Father’s Files”. She also works
with the Storybook Entertainment as a character
performer, is signed with Dani's Agency and stands union

proud with IATSE 336 as both a studio mechanic and their receptionist.
She has also continued her educational pursuits with Dearing Acting
studio by performing in their Master Class series. Previously, she has
performed in Ronin Theatre's “Glen Oaks” as Dakota and is co-starring
in a film pilot called “Portal” with Chronos Cinematic. She is also
currently continuing her ballroom dance practice and shall be
competing this Fall in the amateur circuit with her dance partner Jason
Hall. 
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Produced by Lynn Timmons Edwards

FLAGSHAKES.ORG
General Admission Tickets - $20 
Patron Tickets (with 4 reserved seats) - $100

Sunday, September 6th @ Beaver Street Theatre

 Shakespeare Meets the
Big Apple

with Flagstaff Shakespeare Festival

Tickets @
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